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prison / to seize - to guard, slave), Table 31 - cutting, biting (to cut, to bite / to cut), 
Table 32 - miscellanea (to clean / cleanness, to need / to long for, to fail, to obtain). 

Some similarities are simply striking. For example: 

GUNNU: dancing ground (Tommo So) 

KUNI: dancing (Kannada / Dravidian) 

KEDE: to cut, cut off, KAADI-YE: to cut off (Tommo So) 

KATI: to cut away (Tamil / Dravidian), KATI: to cut, cut off (Kannada / Dravidian) 


TORU: member, association of friends (Tommo So) 

TORAN: friend (Tamil / Dravidian), TORU: friendship (Kui / Dravidian) 


KUNAN: chief (Tommo So) 

KON: king, leadership (Tamil / Dravidian) 


TOMMO: basket (Tommo So) 
TOMMAI: a basket (Tamil / Dravidian) 


BARA: calabash tom-tom (Tommo So) 

PARAI: drum (Tamil / Dravidian) 

KANU, KANGE: gold, metal (Tommo So; according to [104]: < Fulfulde) 
KANAM: gold (Tamil / Dravidian; in Japanese: KANE: metal) 


TOLO: hole (Tommo So) 
TOLAI: hole (Tamil / Dravidian) 


KONNO: bent (Tommo So) 
KON: curve (Tamil / Dravidian) 


DEERE: to become visible (Tommo So) 
TERI: to be seen (Tamil / Dravidian) 


SOO: speech, to speak (Tommo So) 
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PARADU (to apply (ointment); Donno So); PARATTU (to spread (vt); Tamil) 

BINDE (to turn inside-out, turn over onto its other side; Walo); PINTE (the rear, back 
part; Kannada), PINDE (that which is back, behind; Kannada) 

BIRIYE (to go back; Walo); PIRU (back; Telugu), PIRA (back; Tulu) 

PINNIYE (later; Tommo So); PI NNA I (afterwards; Tamil), PINNE (after, Malayalam), 
PIN (afterwards; Toda), PIN (afterwards, later; Kannada) 

BORO (anus; Jamsay); P0RU (anus; Tamil) 

PURUGE (to sever; Mombo); PIRIKKA (to sever; Malayalam, Tamil) 


TEGE (to tell; Jamsay); TENGE (to tell; Malto) 

TUNGO (to rest (one’s head, on a pillow); Tommo So); T0NKU (to rest profoundly, 
sleep, slumber; Tamil) 

DUYO (to wash sth; Nyambeenge); TOY (to wash sth; Tamil), TOY (to wash 
(clothes); Kota) 

The Dogon - Dravidian lexical similarities can be illustrated in many ways (for 
instance: “themes”, comparison of alphabetic lists etc. (see the Tables). 

Let us have a look at the examples revealed by clusters of the same or similar 

vowels and consonants (Dogon; Dravidian): 

ANA (rain; Donno So, Tonbo), ANI (rain; Jamsay Tegu); VAN (rain; Tamil), VANA 
(rain; Telugu, Naiki), VANA (rain; Kolami), VANI (rain; Parji) 

AN (man; Yanda, Jamsay Tegu), ANN (man; Ana), ANA (man; Dogul Dorn), AN-NA 
(man; Tommo So), ANAM (man; Walo Kumbe), AANA (Donno So); AN (male; Tamil), 

ANi (man, male; Kodagu) 
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KADI KADI (very black; Mombo); KATTAL (darkness; Kannada) 

KARI KARI, KIRI KIRI (very black; Mombo), GARA (blackish indigo dye; Walo), KALE 
(black, kohl, antimony-based compound for make up; Jamsay, Mombo, Tommo So), 
KARU (black; Tamil), KARAI (blackness, darkness; Tamil), KARU KARU (to become 

very black; Tamil) 

KARI (antelope; Jamsay Tegu), GERI GERI (antelope; Ambaleenge); KALAI (stag; 
Tamil) 

KARI (to make a long straight surface cut; Walo); KARU (ploughshare; Tamil) 

KARI (to go through (eg field); Walo); KARV- (to cross (a river); Kota) 

KARA KARA (wing of a bird; Mombo); GARI (wing, feather; Kannada), GARI (wing, 
feather; Tulu), GAR (feather; Kolami) 

KARAWAL (milk bucket; Tommo So); KARA (to milk (as a cow); Tamil), KARAVAI 
(milking (as a cow); Tamil), KARAVU (milking; Kannada) 

GAL (bitter; Yanda), GALU (bitter; Tebul Ure), GALA (sour; Donno So), GALUN 
(bitter; Ana), GALALU (bitter, not sweet; Tommo So), KARA KARA, KAKARA (bitter; 
Tengu Kan), KARKARI (bitter; Bunoge), KARA KARA (KANDE) (bitter; Ambaleenge), 
KARA KARA (to be bitter; Mombo), KERE (to be pungent; Tommo So), KEREEB 
(spicy; Dogul Dorn), KEREM KEREM SE (pungent, hot (in taste); Tommo So); KARU 
(to taste bitter; Tamil), KAR (to be pungent, hot to the taste, saltish, brackish; Tamil), 
KAR (to be pungent, acrid; Tamil), KARAM (pungency; Tamil), KARA (hot taste (of 
peppers etc.); Kota), KARA (hot, pungent; Tulu), KARI (salt river, salt pan; Tamil), 
KALAR (saline soil; Tamil), KAYL- (to taste salty; Kota), KARU (saltness; Telugu), 
KARAMU (pungent, pungency; Telugu) 

KAELA KAELA (rattling sound; Tamil), KALA KALA (to rattle; Tamil), GALA GALA 
(rattling; Kannada) 
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Table 8 (ctd). 

KILU-KILU (epilepsy, fainting fit); KIRU KIRU (to be giddy, swim (as the head)), KIRU 
KIRU-PPU (giddiness) 


PIIRI-YE (swelling (n.); PERUKU (to swell) 


KOMMO (emaciated); KUMAI (to be destroyed, distressed, to destroy, annoy) 


PEY (old, weak (a person)); PIL (weakly, a weakling; Kota) 


Table 9. Family etc. (Tommo So; Tamil / Dravidian) 

GUDO (interior of a house, family); KUTI (house, family), GUDI (central room of a 
house; Kui), KUDl (hut; Brahui), KUDUMA (house; Tulu) 


ANNA (man; [104]), ANA (male (adj.)); AN (male; Tamil), ANAN (manly person, 
Tamil), ANI (man, male; Kodagu) 


YAA-NA (woman); ANNU (???; woman; Kannada, Telugu) 

ABAA, BAA (father); APPAN (father; Tamil), APPA, APA (father; Kannada) 


NAA (mother); NAY (mother) 


ESU (beautiful, pretty); ESE (to be beautiful; Kannada) 

GUMO (to copulate); KUMI (to crowd, be heaped up; Tamil), GUMMU (heap; 
Kannada) 


ULO (to couple with, mount); URU (to love, come into contact with) 
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Table 9 (ctd). 


KEDE-Y (clitoris); KUTI (pudendum muliebre; Tamil), KODI (membrum muliebre, 
Tulu) 

GOLO (source of water (well, pond)); GOLLI (pudendum muliebre; Kannada, Telugu) 
MANI (semen, sperm); MANI (penis) 

BERE (stomach, belly, pregnancy, to get pregnant); PARU (to swell, become bulky, 
plump), PERU (to bear, to give birth) 

NALA (to give birth, grow a spike); NARU (to appear, be born; Tamil), NARU (to 
sprout, be born, appear, rise; Tamil), NARU (young sprouts or plants; Telugu) 

IRU (female breast); IRU (to strain, percolate (as a liquid)) 

AANO (senior twin); ANNAN, ANNA (elder brother; Tamil), ANNA, ANA (elder 
brother; Kannada) 

PUNO (menstrual period); PO (menstruation; Tamil), PO, POVU (menses; 
Malayalam) 

AMA (father / mother-in-law); AMMA (mother; Tamil), AMMAN (wife’s father; Tamil), 
MAMA (father-in-law; Tamil), MAMI (mother-in-law; Tamil), AMMA (mother; Tulu), 
AMME (father; Tulu) 

KILE (swarm, herd, fence (for live stock)); KILAI (relatives, group) 

TORU (member, one included in (sth)); TORAN (friend etc.), TORU (herd of cows, 
crowd) 


TOGU (kinship); TOKU (assemble, to cause to assemble) 
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Table 10. Animals etc. (Tommo So; Tamil / Dravidian) 


ISE (dog); USSI (?, dog) 


TOLU (pig); TURRE (pig; Kolami, Naiki) 


YARA (lion); ARI (lion) 


KELE (horn of animal); KALAI (stag, buck) 


GOMBORO (horn of an animal); KOMPU (horn of an animal, musical horn) 


Table 11. Plants etc. (Tommo So; Tamil / Dravidian) 

KOBU (dry outer bark of tree, hard skin or shell over fruit); KAVI (to cover; Tamil), 
KAPPU (to cover; Malayalam, Kannada, Telugu) 


TANNAA (staff, stick); TANTAN (club, stick) 

WELU (root; [104]), WYEL (root; [22]); VER (root; Tamil), POR (root; Toda), BERU 
(root; Tulu), VERU (root; Telugu), VELA (root; Konda) 

PUYO (flower); P0 (flower; Tamil), PU, POVU (flower; Kannada) 

BELU (grass); PILLU (grass; Tamil, Telugu), PILLI (grass; Kodagu), PULLU (a kind 

of grass; Tulu, Telugu) 


Table 12. Agriculture etc. (Tommo So; Tamil / Dravidian) 

KALE (border, end, limit), KERE (wall around courtyard); KARAI (?, ridge of a field 
border of a cloth) 
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Table 12 (ctd). 

NALA (to grow a spike not yet covered with grains (millet plant)); NARU (to sprout, 
shoot forth) 

GUDO (to take (handful of food) in hand, to harvest, uproot by hand); K0TTU (to 
unite, join), KOTTAL (uniting), KOTTU (a small hoe for rooting out weeds) 

GELU (harvest period); KURU (to reap, cut) 


GUYO (to steal, rob), KOE (to pick (fruit) from tree or plant); KOY (to pluck, reap, 
shear, snip off; Tamil), KOY (to pluck, harvest; Kodagu) 

KUULO (to harvest (corn) by pulling the ears off by hand); KOL (to seize), KORU (to 
gather with a sweep of the arm) 


GIYE (harvest, to harvest); KW'l'Y (to pluck; Toda) 

DURU (long wooden pole with metal hook at end (for picking fruits high up in tree)); 
TURATTI, TURATU (pole with iron hook to pluck fruits; Tamil), TORADU (crooked 
instrument for taking down fruits from trees; Kannada) 

KOBO (to scoop, ladle); KUMI (to accumulate, gather), KUME (a fishing coop), KOM 
(a large cylindrical basket in bamboo-work for catching fish) 

TOMMO (small basket woven from strips of tree branches), TOMMO DUYO (large 
basket for carrying millet from field; DUYO (load carried on head)); TOMMAI (a light 
wicker basket used as a receptacle for grain) 

DUM (assemblage, gathering, heap), DEMBE (small earthenware granary in house 
or courtyard); TUMPAI (assembly, crowd; Tamil), TOMPAI (grain bin; Tamil), TOMBE 
(assemblage; Kannada), DOMBI, DOMBE, DOMBU (crowd; Kannada), TUMBU (to 
become full, be amassed, complete; Kannada), TOMBARA (heap of gram; Kannada), 
TUB (to be filled full; Kota), TUMN (full; Kota) 
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Table 12 (ctd). 

BELU (grass, fodder); PILLU (grass; Tamil, Telugu) 

WYEL (root; [22]); VER (root; Tamil, Naiki), BER (root; Kannada), VELA (root; 
Konda), VER (root; Kolami), VERU (root; Telugu) 


TANNA (stick); TANTU (stalk, stem, club, stick), TANTAN (stick) 


KARAWAL (milk bucket); KARA (to milk (as a cow; Tamil)), KARAVAI (milking (as a 
cow); Tamil), KARAVU (milking; Kannada), KARA (to milk; Kodagu) 

KOBU (beehive (in trees or rocks)); KAPAN-TAM (trunk), KAVAN-TAM (trunk, 
headless corpse) 


Table 13. Food, eating, tastes etc. (Tommo So; Tamil / Dravidian) 

ARA (rice); ARI (rice; Tamil), ARI (rice, any small grain; Tulu) 

NIYE (oil, butter; [104]), Nil (oil; [22]); NEY (oil, butter) 

WOGO (to scoop up (food, grains) in one hand from a bowl); VANKU (to take, draw, 
pull) 

KAMBA (to cook (ground millet) between two hot stones); KUMPU (to become 
charred (as food boiled with insufficient water)) 

KURO (liquid) to be thick, KULi-YO (to slightly dilute (as milk, creme of millet) with a 
little water); KOR (semiliquid food, thick gruel; Tamil), KOR (what is pap-like; 
Malayalam), KORU (to be of thick consistency; Tamil), KURAI (to mash, reduce to 
pulp, make soft by mixing with water) 
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Table 18. Showing, being visible, watching (Tommo So; Tamil / Dravidian) 

TAARA (to show); TERI (to bring to view), TELI (to reveal) 

DEERE (to become visible (outside), stick out (head, tip of sth)); TERI (to be seen) 

GAWI-YE (to watch over); KA (to watch; Tamil), KAVAL (watching; Tamil, Kannada), 
KAV (to watch, guard; Kota), KOF (to watch; Toda), KAVALI (watch, guarding; 
Telugu) 


Table 19. Shapes etc. (Tommo So; Tamil / Dravidian) 

KUNNU (ball, globe, spherical object); KUNTU (ball, anything globular), GUNDU 
(anything globular; Kannada, Tulu) 

KONNO (curved, bent into the form of an arc), GONNO (to turn (head) around to 
look); KUN (bend, curve; Tamil), KONU (to be bent, curved, to curve; Tamil; < 
Sanskrit ?; cf the Greek form: GONIA: angle; [13;90]), KUNI (to bend (as a bow)), 
KONU (to be bent; Kannada) 

KOMMO (to become crumpled, shrivel, contract); KUMPU (to shrink, contract) 
KABARA (flat and wide); KAVALE (?, a plate or pan for frying or baking; Kannada) 


Table 20. Colours (Tommo So; Tamil / Dravidian) 

PIL, PILU (white; [22; 104]); VEL (white; Tamil), VELU (to become white; Tamil), POL 
(white; Toda), PILY (silver; Toda), VEL (white; Kota), BILU, BILI, BEL (whiteness; 
Kannada), VIL (white; Parji), VELI (white; Telugu) 

SEY (embellishing), SAY-SAY (very bright (light)); SAY (brilliance, light, beauty) 
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Table 27 (ctd). 

TOMMO (basket); TOMMAI (high wicker basket used as a receptacle for grain; 
Tamil), TOMBE (large high bamboo basket for storing grain; Kannada) 

KORO-Y (ladle); KORU (to draw up; Tamil), KORI-KAI (ladle; Tamil), KORU (to ladle 
out; Malayalam) 

MULO (to stop up, stuff (hole, passage, crack)); MU LAI (peg; Tamil), MOLE (wedge, 
peg; Kannada) 

BARA (calabash tom-tom); PARA I (drum; Tamil), PARE (drum; Kodagu) 

SEMME (large neckless earthenware water jar); SEMMAL (water), SEMPU (metal 
vessel) 


Table 28. Idol, king, chief (Tommo So; Tamil / Dravidian) 

TOORU (idol, greatness); TORU (to worship, adore, pay homage to; Tamil), 
TORUVU, TORU-KAI (worshipping, adoration; Tamil), TORA (greatness, dignity; 
Kannada) 

OGO (king, chief), KUU (head); KO (king, great man) 

KUNAN (chief); KON (king, great man, leadership) 


Table 29. Integration etc. (Tommo So; Tamil / Dravidian) 

KEBE (to gather things); KAVAR (to seize, grasp) 


MOONDO (to assemble, do together); MATU (to unite, join) 
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Table 29 (ctd). 

KOMMO (to tie up, bind, attach); KUMI (to gather, accumulate) 

TOMO (to roll up (rope), to tie / wrap up sth long and thin by coiling a rope around it); 
TUMPU (rope) 


DUM (pile), TUMMO (to make a mound), TUMO-GO (together), TUMO (1; [104, 
p.145]: „there is no distinction between ‘all’ and ‘each’”), TUMO-TUMO (each); 
TUMBU (to be amassed; Kannada), TOMBE (assemblage, cluster; Kannada), 
TOMBARA (heap of grain; Kannada), TOMPAI, TOMMAI (grain bin; Tamil), TUMPAI 
(assembly; Tamil) 

KUMBI-YE / YO [104] (to clench one’s hand into a fist); K0MPU (to close, shut as a 
flower, contract), K0PPU (to close, contract shut in as an umbrella), KUMI (to 
accumulate, gather) 

KULU (group (eg of travellers)); K0LI (company), K0L (to crowd together, assemble), 
KURU (assembly, flock, herd), KURUVU (to collect in large numbers (men, animals)) 


TORU (group, association of friends, member, one included in (sth)); TURU (to be 
crowded, closeness; Tamil), TURRU (crowd; Tamil), TORAN (friend; Tamil, 
Malayalam), TORAM (friendship; Malayalam), TORE (friend; Kui), TORU (friendship; 
Kui) 

TOGU (clan, kinship, kind, sort, type, relative, kinsman); TOKU (to assemble; Tamil), 
TOKAI (assembly, association, flock, herd, bunch, swarm; Tamil), TUKA (assembly, 
collection; Malayalam) 


Table 30. Weapons etc. (Tommo So; Tamil / Dravidian) 

WARA (spear); VALA (spearhead; Kui), VEL (spear; Tamil), VAL (sharpness; Tamil) 
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Table 32 (ctd). 

GANNU (neighbourhood), GANDA (area, zone, place, location); KAN (place, site, by, 
in, at; Tamil), KANI (a place; Kannada) 

GUNNU (dancing ground (at edge of village)); KUNI (to dance; Tamil), KUNI 
(dancing, to dance; Kannada), GUNIYU (to dance; Telugu) 

SUDO (to clean sth); SUTTAM (cleanness, purity; Tamil < Sanskrit ?), SUTTA- 
(clean, pure; Tamil) 

DUE (to change (vt)); TIRI (to cause to change, alter) 

NAMI-YE (to need sth); NAMPU (> NAMP1-; to long for, desire intensely) 

DALA (to fail); TAR (to fail) 

BELE (to get, obtain); PERU (to get, obtain) 


Table 33. Five sets of similar words (Tommo So; Tamil / Dravidian) 

white: PIL(U); VEL (in Toda: POL; in Kannada: BILL whiteness) 
work: BIRE; VELAI 
root: WYEL; VER 
rain: ANA; VANAM 


spear: WARA; VEL 
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Table 48 (ctd). 

NEM (salt); NEMI (ocean) 

NO (to drink, smoke (tobacco), absorb); NOL (to swallow, devour) 


NEME (to taste sth), NAMA (to grind up, crush well); NAMALU (to chew, masticate, 
munch, ruminate; Kannada) 

KAY(N) (tasty, adequately salted); KAYAM (pungency, pepper), KAR (to be very 
saltish), KAYA (to be bitter) 


KAMA (mash, to squeeze); KUMAI (?, to be boiled soft to a mash) 


GORO (kola nut); KURU (nut) 


Nil (oil (liquid or buttery)); NEY (butter, oil, ghee; Tamil), NEY, NEY (ghee; Kannada), 
NEYYI (ghee, oil; Telugu), NEY (oil, fat; Parji) 


GOMGOM (aromatic herb), GOMO (to stink, smell bad, rot, become rotten), GOMU 
(stinking, foul, rotten); KAMA KAMA (to be very fragrant; Tamil), KAMAR (to emit 
fragrance; Tamil), GAM GAM IN- (to be fragrant; Kota), KAMMA (bad smell, 
fragrance; Kannada), KAMMU (fragrance; Kannada), GAMMU (good or bad smell; 
Tuiu), GUMA GUMA (fragrance; Telugu), KAMPU (smell, odour, stinking, fetid; 
Telugu), GUMA GUMA (fragrantly; Telugu) (cf the Japanese: KANBASHII: fragrant) 


GANDIRE (to be pungent (in taste)); KANAI, KANNA (?, long pepper) 


GARUM (bitter (in taste), pungent, hot (in taste)); KAR (to be pungent, hot to the 
taste, saltish, brackish), KAR (to be pungent, acrid), KARAM (pungency) 


KATI KATI (very bitter); KATTU (pungency, acridity; Tamil), KATI (to bite; Tamil) 
GATI, GATU (pungent; Tulu), GATU (pungency, acridity; Telugu) 
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Table 52 (ctd). 

OOYI (noble, freeborn person); AYYAN (master, superior person; Tamil), Al (lord; 
Tamil), AYA, AYYA (master, lord; Kannada) 

NARI (to cause); NARU (to come into being) 


TOSI (to pay (tax)); DOSU (?, to rob, plunder; Kannada) 


WALIIJOM, WALI (holy man with prophetic powers, seer); VALIYAN (holy person (cf 
the Arabic WALI: Muslim holy man)) 


TELLE, TELLEM (Tellem, ancient inhabitants of the mountains); TELLIMAI 
(cleverness, intelligence), TELLI (to be mature in knowledge or experience) 


GUNDA (slavehood, slave, being a slave); KUNTA (slave; Malayalam) 


Table 53. Knowledge, ability, untruth etc. (Walo; Tamil / Dravidian) 

TERE (to remember, think about, reflect on, believe); TERI (to know, understand 
etc.), TALI (to comprehend clearly) 


BERE (to be able, profitable); PERUKU (?, to become perfected, prosper) 


KORU (untruth, false statement), KORO (to say sth false); KAL (to deceive, steal; 
Tamil), KALLAM (lie; Tamil), KALLAM (untruth; Malayalam), KALLA (untruth, lie; 
Telugu), KOL- (to steal; Toda) 


Table 54. Quantity, gold, money (Walo; Tamil / Dravidian) 

MUURUM, MUURU (entire); MURU (entire, whole), MURUTU (all) 












